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Beliefs, customs, and traditions that people pass on from generation to generation are 

called Folklore.  Folklore can consist of ballads, fairy tales, folk tales, legends, myths, proverbs, 

riddles, superstitions, and traditional celebrations. Folklore is not always written down, but 

rather passed orally from person to person. Folklore may not always be correct but it often 

contains a shred of truth. 

At this time of year, as another summer comes to an end, trees are turning brilliant colors 

and Halloween is just around the corner, people get a thrill out of haunted houses and ghost 

stories.   But in years past, mountaineers were serious about such matters and superstitions had 

power over how they lived. 

Mountain folks avoided burning any kind of firewood which popped and crackled too 

much in the belief that burning such wood will bring about the death of some member of the 

family. To burn sassafras wood was said to cause the death of one’s mother. 

Everyone knew that, if a clock should happen to stop while a corpse was lying in the 

house, another member of the family would die within the year.  It was considered best to take 

no chances, so when a death occurred, one of the people at the bedside would immediately stop 

every clock in the house.  Other happenings could indicate an early or untimely death, also, 

such as a hen crowing or a bird in the house. 

One had to be careful at funerals to avoid counting the vehicles in a funeral procession, 

since an early death will come to any careless individual who did so. To cross a funeral 

procession or to collide with a hearse was considered to be the equivalent of suicide.  If a 

burying party was forced to stop on the way to the graveyard, many believed that another 

member of the family would die before the year was out. This could be how the tradition of 

having a police escort to the cemetery started. 

Even today, when a person in the mountains feels a sudden, unexplained chill or shiver 

go through them, they will tell you it means that someone or something is walking over the spot 

where their grave will be dug. 



Folklore that was passed down in families also included many ghost tales and “haint” 

stories, a form of entertainment before television and computers that was shared in the evenings 

on the porch or around the fire.   

If you want to hear more folklore and history of the early settlers of Transylvania, make 

your reservations for a guided Walk Through Oak Grove Cemetery, Friday or Saturday, 

October 30 & 31, 5:00 or 6:30 pm by calling 828-884-2347.  Fee of $5 per person, 

reservations required, limited to 15 people per tour. Two 1-hour tours, last one by lantern light, 

will include facts on some of the “residents” of the cemetery and a few local ghost stories.  

Tours will leave from the Transylvania Heritage Museum, 40 West Jordan St., Brevard. 

 

 
Oak Grove Methodist Church, called the “Mother of Methodism in Brevard”, was organized in the 1840s. Some of the 

earliest leaders of Transylvania County are buried in its cemetery, located on Asheville Hwy. across from Blue Ridge 

Community College.  Guided tours October 30 & 31, call 884-2347 for reservations. 



Residents as well as visitors are encouraged to support the Museum by becoming 

members of the Transylvania Heritage Coalition, Inc., by visiting the facility, by partaking in 

the programs it offers and by shopping in the Heritage Gifts shop.  Admission is free 

althoughdonations are appreciated. 

For membership information, upcoming events or to make donations, please call 884-

2347, visit the web site at www.transylvaniaheritage.org, or drop by the Museum at 40 West 

Jordan Street in Brevard, Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


