Heritage Museum Hosts Aluminum Tree Display

The AluminumTree & Aesthetically Challenged Seaso@ahamentMuseum and
Research CenteATOM ), will display 50 vintage aluminum trees for 4 \Wedn the
Transylvania Heritage Museum, located at 40 Westllaio Street, Brevard, beginning
November 2%. Color wheels, revolving tree stands, and thodsanf aesthetically
challenged ornaments will round out the displayTOM’s 2009 museum display this
year is aptly named “FIFTY”, featuring 50 decorategks that celebrate the people, fads
and events of the past fifty years.

This seasonal endeavor is the result of Brevar@tGuiStephen Jackson who
began his “career” in aluminum trees when a loogggly tree was given to him by
Katie and Donna Waterman in 1991. After visiting Brevard Museum, Nashville
Curator Terry White began a second branch of AT@Mashville, TN in 2001.

Besides curators, ATOM operates on a volunteeslmasy, including docents,
publicists, exhibits creator and others. These leeae nicknamed “ATOMizers.” They
come together to use ATOM to raise money for vaicivic and charitable organization.
“From flood relief to Girl Scout troops, studentstarships and youth centers, thousands
of dollars have been contributed to help in our @wrall way,” said Jackson.

Aluminum Christmas Trees were popular in the Ur&mf 1958 until about the
mid-1960s. They have aluminum trunks and foil neg@ind many utilize an electric
rotating color wheel which projects colored ligipt thhrough the tree from the floor. They
were first manufactured by Modern Coatings, IncCimcago, lllinois and later produced
by the Aluminum Specialty Company in Manitowoc, ¥asin. More than 1,000,000
aluminum Christmas trees were manufactured fron® 163969 with some still being
sold in the 1970s. The Flagship product was thesfgleam” which wholesaled for
$11.25 and retailed for $25.00.



At the height of the aluminum tree’s popularitye tinees were sold in Sears
catalog. Their sales pitch remarkédghether you decorate with blue or red balls .or.
use the tree without ornaments—this exquisiteigrsare to be the talk of your
neighborhood. High luster aluminum gives a dazzhintiance. Shimmering silvery
branches are swirled and tapered to a handsomdistaafullness. It's really durable . . .
needles are glued and mechanically locked on. Faef. . . you can use it year
afteryear” —Sears, 1963 Christmas Book

By 1989 it was not uncommon to find aluminum Chmigs trees for sale in yard
sales or at estate sales for as little as 25 clentecent years, however, the aluminum
Christmas tree has seen a re-emergence in poguflaaliectors began buying and
selling the trees, especially at online auction w#ds. A rare 7-foot-tall pink tree sold on
the internet for $3,600 in 2005.

The ATOM Exhibit will open Friday, November 97nd run through Saturday,
December 19 at the Transylvania Heritage Museum/Vé8t Jordan Street in Brevard.
The Museum is open from 10 am-5 pm, Wednesdaysdhr&aturdays. Donations are
suggested of $5 per adult, $2 for children 6 toctidren under 6 free. A gift shop will
give visitors a chance to take home a little pie€eghe aluminum tree era. More
information is available by calling (828) 884-5304r at ATOM’'s website,
www.aluminumtree.com

Transylvania residents as well as visitors are eraged to support the Museum
by becoming members of the Transylvania Heritagali@an, Inc., by visiting the
facility, by partaking in the programs it offersdalny shopping in theleritage Gifts
shop, especially during the Christmas season.

For membership information, upcoming events or &kendonations, please call
884-2347, visit the web site atvw.transylvaniaheritage.orgr drop by the Museum at
40 West Jordan Street in Brevard, Wednesday thr@adgiwrday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.




The Aluminum Tree and Ornament Museum Exhibitopiéin Friday, November #7nd run through
Saturday, December 19 at the Transylvania Heritlslgsseum, 40 West Jordan Street in Brevard. The

Museum is open from 10 am-5 pm, Wednesdays th®aigindays. Donations are suggested.



