Transylvania Heritage Museum’s “New” Home

By Linda Anders

The Museum has moved to 189 West Main Street indBceand will hold a
Grand Re-Opening ceremony and Sneak Peek on FMiagh 19 at 1 pm.
Regular hours will resume the following day.

The Museum’s “new” home was built in 1900 and =allbly known as the
Harry Patton house. It is being restored and wgubliet meet the needs of the
Museum by the owners, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tayad many volunteers. Due
to inclement weather, work on the outside of thedeohas been delayed, but the

inside has been transformed.

# ! " # $ #! #



“Times are tough,” relates Transylvania Heritaga@l@ion’'s President Pat
Childress. “We realize that with the economy theyit is, financial support is
hard to come by and is likely to continue to bémsdhe foreseeable future. Our
Board sat down and took a hard look at our findrsttaation. Although it wasn't
dire, our financial resources were committed td egm utilities and left little room
for anything else.”

“Our space is important,” explains Director RebeScadeth, “but there is
much more to the Heritage Museum than a venue aM/@bout programs, taking
history into classrooms and communities, and pvasgithe treasures that are in
our care.”

The Transylvania Heritage Museum is committed tiragito the
desirability of Brevard and Transylvania Countyt@srist destinations and has
worked hard to market regionally. However, thettread and butter” of any
Heritage Museum is the local population.

Suddeth continued, “Our previous location was iveoment for
Transylvania residents who wanted to visit. Oldsidents especially had a hard
time because parking was problematic, and they vespaired to walk quite a
distance. Our new location is easily accessedpaning is available for our
guests.”

Another reason for excitement about the new lonatidhe fact that the
Harry Patton House has a large shade tree and Judic on the front porch is
being planned and demonstrations, heirloom garderimd children’s pioneer
games can be held on location.

The Museum has also allowed the new Transylvanre&legical Society,
another program of the Heritage Coalition, to use of the upstairs rooms as a

Genealogy Room which will be open to Society memlaesrwell as the public.



Hours for the Genealogy Room will be announced sdorlearn more about the
Genealogical Society, go to www.transylvaniagengatmom.

“The inside exhibit space is smaller than whatiheseum was accustomed
to on Jordan Street, but it is all a matter of pecsive,” says Suddeth. “We made
ourselves ‘fit’ that space, and we will do the sdmee in the Harry Patton House.
One thing we are never short of is creativity, imgey and tenacity—the very
traits that enabled our forefathers to endure, tadanal thrive. That is who we
represent here at the Museum, and it is only §tthrat we emulate them with our
practices.”

Creativity, ingenuity and tenacity have been shawabundance by the
many volunteers who have worked painting, cleanimgying, and organizing.
The Transylvania Heritage Coalition Board woulcklto thank everyone who has
participated. They would also like to thank thade have contributed materials
and professional help, including Harris Hardward Randy Owen Moving, LLC.

Residents as well as visitors are encouraged toeostithe Museum by
becoming members, by visiting the facility, by p&rhg in the programs it offers
and by shopping in thideritage Gifts shop. Admission is free although donations
are appreciated.

For membership information, upcoming events or &kendonations, please

call 884-2347, visit the web siteatvw.transylvaniaheritage.oygr drop by the

Museum at 189 West Main Street in Brevard, Wednesttaough Saturdays,
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.



