
 “LIVING OFF THE LAND” EXHIBIT OPENS 
by Linda Anders 

 
“History follows a consistent thread from today back into yesterday--the thread depending 
firmly on the same source of strength: the woods, the pure, rushing streams, the waterfalls, 
the fertile valleys, pleasing scents and cool climate." 
 --Our State magazine, Aug 29, 1964 
  
Far removed from other population centers, not even the Indians had permanent settlements 
in the area that is now known as Transylvania County. Beginning in the early 1700’s, the 
trappers and “Long Hunters” from the Low Country hunted deer, bear and other game in the 
mountains to supply the burgeoning coastal towns.  From then on, word of the richness of 
the mountains and western valleys spread.  
 
 

 
Unidentified Mill in Transylvania County 

If anyone knows the name of the mill or where it was located, please contact the Transylvania Heritage Museum, 884-2347 or heritage@citcom.net. 



After the American Revolution, settlement began. In the late 1700’s, as farmers came into 
the area, they used the natural resources they found here to make their livings and support 
their families.  The forests provided lumber for shelter and game for meat, and the river 
valleys offered rich soil for growing crops.    
 
Farmers prospered as they managed abundant lands even with scarce labor.  To get their 
products to market, drovers herded cattle, sheep, hogs, and turkeys to Greenville, South 
Carolina, where they could be sold and necessities could be purchased. To support the 
farmers, mills were built, inns and taverns provided shelter to travelers, merchants opened 
stores, and industries began to develop.  One of the earliest entrepreneurs in the area was 
Jimmie Neill, the maker of Beaver skin hats.  
 
From beaver skin hats to moonshine to mountain laurel pipes and retirement communities, 
Transylvania's economic history has always depended upon its rich natural resources.   
 
In 2009 – 2010, the Transylvania Heritage Museum will highlight the amazing variety of 
endeavors that were necessary for survival of the pioneers and are still necessary for 
continued progress. 
  
An exciting new exhibit, opening Saturday, May 23 at the Museum, will celebrate the 
ingenuity and tenacity of Transylvania’s populace, past and present. Exhibits, photos, 
artifacts and special presentations will be presented throughout the coming year as the 
Museum interprets the topic "LIVING OFF THE LAND: Economic Impact of our Natura l 
Resources” . 
  
Opening exhibits will cover the Hattery and Cherokee Trade as well as How Mills Work. 
Charleston Families, How the County was Formed, Early Hotels and the Summer Camp 
Industry are in another section, and Life in a Logging camp, Rosman Industries, and 
Wildcrafting in yet another. The last display features Heritage Tourism and new ways that we 
use our resources, including the Gaia Herbs farm.  
  
Not in the actual exhibit, but new, are the History of the Space panels that tell about the 
history of Jordan Street and the building where the Museum is located. 
 
What is Wildcrafting?  It is the old craft of collecting plant materials from their natural habitat 
and using them for food, medicine, crafts, and as a source of income.  Come see the exhibit 
for more details! 
 
All are invited to visit the Museum, support preservation of our history by becoming a 
member of the Transylvania Heritage Coalition, Inc., partake in the programs offered, and 
shop at Heritage Gifts .  Admission is free. Donations are appreciated and are dedicated to 
the purchase of archival materials necessary for preservation. 
 
For information or to make donations, please call 884-2347, visit the web site at 
www.transylvaniaheritage.org, or come to the Museum at 40 West Jordan Street in Brevard, 
Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


