Transylvania’s Heritage Museum designated a Blue Star Museum
By Linda Anders
More than 600 museums across America will offer free admission to military personnel and

their families this summer.

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Rocco Landesman and Blue Star Families
Chairman Kathy Roth-Douquet announced the launch of Blue Star Museums, a partnership with
more than 600 museums across America to offer free admission to all active duty military
personnel and their families from Memorial Day through Labor Day 2010. Transylvania
Heritage Museum, 189 West Main St., Brevard, is participating in this program honoring our

military and their families.

"America's museums are proud to join the rest of the country in thanking our military personnel
and their families for their service and sacrifice," said NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman. "I
cannot imagine a better way to do that than welcoming them in to explore and enjoy the
extraordinary cultural heritage our museums present. The works of art on view this summer will

certainly inspire and challenge viewers — and sometimes they will just be a great deal of fun."

Blue Star Families Chairman Kathy Roth-Douquet said, "Military families work hard for this
country, and it is gratifying for us to be recognized for that. We anticipate that thousands of
military families will participate in the program and visit museums this summer — many of them

for the first time."

Blue Star Families is a national, non-partisan, non-profit network of military families from all
ranks and services including guard and reserve, with a mission to support, connect and empower
military families. In addition to morale and empowerment programs, Blue Star Families raises
awareness of the challenges and strengths of military family life with civilian community and

leaders.

"Part of being a military family means limited time together," added Sherri Brown, Marine Corps
spouse and mother of two. "Blue Star Museums gives military families the chance at quality time
together, that is both fun and educational without the worry of affordability. Summer can be a
very long time with a parent away, and for those families, this will also help take their minds off

what is going on overseas and make the time go faster."



The free admission program is available to active-duty military and their immediate family
members (military ID holder and five immediate family members), which includes active duty
Reserve and active duty National Guard. Some special or limited-time museum exhibits may not
be included in this free admission program. For questions on particular exhibits or museums,
please contact the museum directly. To find out which museums are participating, visit
www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. The site includes a list of participating museums and a map to

help with visit planning.

Transylvania Heritage Museum is open Wed.-Saturday, 11 am — 6 pm and 4t Fridays, 6-9 pm.

Check the Calendar at www.transylvaniaheritage.org for special events.



