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Saturday, July 13, 2009 at 1 pm, the Transylvania Heritage Museum will present a special program on 
“Life in a Logging Camp”.  Author Exie Wilde Henson and Transylvania native Mamie Bumgarner McCall will 
talk about growing up in a logging camp.  Exie is the daughter of Joe and Ethel Phillips Wilde and has authored 
two novels based on her family’s experiences.  Her books will be for sale, Beyond This Mountain and Mountain 
Song. 

 
 Mamie is the daughter of Radford Hayes and Zula Lusk Bumgarner and was married to the late Jack 
Herschel McCall.  Mamie’s daughter, Yvonne McCall Dickson, has been very active in preserving the history 
of Transylvania County and is an author as well, having written Transylvania County, an “Images of America” 
book.  Her book will also be available. 
 
 An area of the Museum is currently devoted to depicting what life was like for Transylvanians who lived 
in logging camps during the first part of the 20th century.  Usually the prominence in such a display is on 
logging, how it was done and the men and tools used, and some of those are included.  However, the current 
display emphasizes what was happening back in the logging camp while the men were out in the woods.   

 

 
 
Director Rebecca Suddeth and local resident Merle Anders enjoy looking at the old newspapers on the 

walls of the “Life in a Logging Camp” display at the Transylvania Heritage Museum. Logging families used 
papers like the Sylvan Valley News to help keep out the cold winds.



 
As Mae Galloway Owen, a Brevard resident since 1947, shared with the author, women weren’t just 

sitting around waiting for the men to come home.  Mae was a cook at a logging camp run by her husband, Sam 
Owen, during the early part of World War II.  She woke at 4:30 am every day during the week and cooked 
breakfast for her family (husband and three children under 5 years old) as well as about ten loggers using her 
large wood cook stove.  She says she usually made two big pans of biscuits with all the other “fixin’s.” When 
the men left to cut timber, her day had only begun.  Mae had to make the beds and clean up the cabin and 
bunkhouse.  She laundered the family’s clothing and the men’s bedding which involved carrying water from the 
spring and scrubbing everything on a washboard.  She also cooked dinner and supper for the men, meanwhile 
tending to three small children, one of them just crawling.  She had her mother’s old treadle sewing machine 
and made many of the clothes the family wore as well as the sheets for the bunkhouse. Mae, now 94 years old, 
doesn’t remember exactly what size the cabin was, but she says it was “big enough,” that is for a large cook 
stove, table and two beds.  

 
About once a week, Mae and the children would ride to Rosman with Sam in one of his two logging 

trucks as he delivered timber to the saw mill or acid wood to the tannery.  They bought their supplies at the 
Rosman Company Store.  Besides having to be thrifty with money, war-time rationing made shopping for 
supplies even more difficult.  

 
The loggers would go home on the weekends and that gave Mae a chance to spend a little time with 

other women as they often visited relatives.  Sam and Mae lived in their cabin year round except when the snow 
got so deep the trucks couldn’t run.  Mae remembers one time when the snow was so deep they couldn’t get out 
of the camp in the truck.  One of the men hitched his team of oxen to the truck and pulled them out.  The snow 
was up on the bellies of the oxen. 

 
 Mae was typical of many women who followed their husbands to the logging camps and helped in their 
own way to make a living for their families.  The women were often cooks and, in the larger camps, might feed 
up to 100 people three meals a day in a mess hall.  They lived in very primitive conditions in remote locations, 
frequently going for long periods of time without outside contact except for the trains that delivered supplies 
and hauled out the timber.  Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about these strong women and the lives 
they led. 
 

Everyone, residents as well as visitors, is encouraged to support the Museum by becoming members of 
the Transylvania Heritage Coalition, Inc., by visiting the facility, by partaking in the programs offered, and by 
shopping in the Heritage Gifts shop.  Admission is free although donations are appreciated. 

 
For membership information, upcoming events or to make donations, please call 828-884-2347, visit the 

web site at www.transylvaniaheritage.org, or drop by the Museum at 40 West Jordan Street in Brevard, 
Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


