
WALKING TOURS OF HISTORIC BREVARD 

By Linda Anders 

 

 The Transylvania Heritage Museum is offering a way for visitors as well as 

residents to become better acquainted with Brevard and its history.  Two Saturdays 

a month throughout the summer, guided walking tours will leave from the Museum 

at 189 West Main Street.  The tours are scheduled for June 19, July 10 & 24, 

August 7 & 21, and September 4. They start at 5 pm and last about 45 minutes.  

The fee is $10 per person, and reservations are suggested. 

 Although today Broad Street (Hwy. 64 & 276) is the main thoroughfare 

through town now, in the beginning, North Broad Street didn’t go down the hill 

from Main Street. Caldwell Street was the main way to get downtown, especially if 

one was taking the stagecoach to the Henning Inn on England Street or later, a 

rented hack from the train station.  Therefore, much of historic Brevard is located 

on that side of town. 

On the June 19th Probart Street tour, the guide will tell about how Brevard 

got its name, point out where the City Hall and Fire Department used to be located, 

and where you could once get a sandwich and soda for 25 cents.  One might almost 

hear the echo of “Hi-yo, Silver, away” as you pass the old theaters; yes, there were 

two. 

Be sure the guide points out something special about the building where the 

Ford Motor Company dealership was located, what else has been in that building, 

and what might still be in the basement.  Learn how Probart Street got its name and 

the history of some of large houses on that street, including the location of a 

hospital and church. Also find out what famous architect designed some of the 

houses, whose hair was so long it touched the floor, and which house is the oldest 

one still standing in Brevard.  



Tours of other parts of Brevard will be offered on different dates, but all will 

include some interesting and little-known facts that will help make Brevard’s 

history come alive for the participants. 

All the tours return to the block where the England family lived and end 

with a special visit to the Transylvania Heritage Museum, located in the old Harry 

Patton house. 

To support the efforts of the Museum, please become a member, visit the 

facility, take part in the programs offered, and shop at Heritage Gifts.  For 

admission, donations are suggested and appreciated but not required. 

For more information on upcoming events, volunteering or sponsorships, 

call 828-884-2347, see the website at www.transylvaniaheritage.org, or visit the 

Museum at 189 West Main Street in Brevard, Wednesday through Saturday, 11:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Brevard Institute, originally a school for women and later Brevard College, was located in a 
house on Probart Street. Take the guided walking tour to find out which one.  Photo courtesy of 
Rowell Bosse North Carolina Room, Transylvania County Library. 


