
Celebrating Founding Families 

by Linda Anders 

 

An Act was ratified by the General Assembly of North Carolina on the 15th day of 

February, 1861 creating Transylvania County out of parts of Henderson and Jackson Counties. 

In two years, the County will be 150 years old.  In preparation for that special anniversary year, 

the Transylvania Heritage Museum will be holding its 1st Annual Founders Day fair on 

Saturday, September 5, on West Jordan Street in Brevard, from 10 am – 6 pm. 

Founders Day will provide fun for all ages, with craft demonstrations and booths, food, 

old-fashioned kids’ games, local musicians, and a “Transylvania Has Talent” show.  It will also 

educate through historic walking tours of downtown Brevard, character portrayals of people 

from the past, and Founding Family displays. 

Even though Transylvania is now 148 years old, its Founding Families arrived long 

before the creation of the County.  If you take a look at the current telephone directory, you’ll 

see many descendants from those families:  Owen, Galloway, McCall, Hogsed, Aiken, Barton, 

Gillespie and many more.   However, one family among the early settlers who had a major 

impact on the other families is represented by only two names in the book: the Glazener family.   

George and Eleanor “Nellie” Lee Glazener brought their family to the area that is now 

Transylvania County around 1797. Their farm is shown on a plat drawn of a survey done by 

Zachariah Candler in 1800.  It was located near the current town of Rosman. George and Nellie 

had at least eleven children, many of whom married into other local families.  The saying 

among Transylvania genealogists is that all the descendants of the older families are about “six 

degrees of separation” from the Glazener family! 

As an example of this relationship, Elizabeth Glazener (1808-1891), granddaughter of 

George and Nellie, married John McCall (1801-1892).  Most of the Transylvania County 

McCalls are descended from them.  Also, another granddaughter, Nellie Lee Glazener, named 

after her grandmother, married Captain James Lamb Siniard.  Nellie Glazener (1816-1893) and 

Capt. Siniard (1808-1877) are both buried in the old Oak Grove Methodist Church cemetery in 

Brevard. 



If you would like to learn more 

about your family’s history and how 

you might be connected to these and 

other Founding Families, plan to 

attend the Founders Day celebration 

and explore the special displays at the 

Museum.  Members of various 

families will also be available during 

the day to share their knowledge. 

 To participate in the upcoming 

Founders Day event, please contact 

Merle and Linda Anders at 828-862-

8228 or heritage@citcom.net. 

For information on 

membership, other upcoming events 

or to make donations to the 

Transylvania Heritage Coalition, Inc., 

please call 884-2347, see the web site 

at www.transylvaniaheritage.org, or 

visit the Museum at 40 West Jordan 

Street in Brevard, Wednesday 

through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Montaree Galloway and Paul Glazener on their wedding day in 1936 at the 

old Flem Galloway home near Rosman. Paul was the 4th great grandson of 

George & Nellie Lee Glazener. Photo courtesy of their daughter, Paulette 

Glazener Lankford. 


