Transylvania’s Musical Heritage
By Linda Anders

The T Annual Founders Day Fair will be held on Saturdggptember 5, 2009, 10 am —
6 pm on West Jordan Street in Brevard. The haritdgransylvania will be celebrated that
day in several ways—family displays, old-timey tsathildren’s games, and walking tours of
historic downtown Brevard, but one of the most pdulavays is through music.

From the earliest days of settlement in what is floansylvania County, pioneers had
their instruments to keep them company. Balladsaher tunes were brought here in the late
1700’s from the “old countries”, mostly England,08and, Wales and Ireland, and passed
down through the generations. Later, as settiayaieed phonographs and then radios,
vaudeville and minstrel show tunes and songs flerGrand Ole Opry became popular.

Women were mostly the keepers of the old balladd they sang in their peculiar nasal
tones about feminine struggles and lovers, or &xgyessed fantasies of escape or revenge.
Sometimes they accompanied themselves on whatwisalted the mountain dulcimer.

Later, American composers wrote about male-domthateupations such as logging,
railroading, and mining, as well as sensationahts/gke murders, disasters and tragedies.

Religion and hymns, of course, had a strong imibgeon the lives of the pioneers, being
both a reinforcement of their faith and a socidlaiu Singing schools and competitions
developed and were held a week at a time in diffdaeations by singing masters who traveled
throughout the mountains. They taught music thadogig with how to harmonize using
shaped notes.

Beginning first with the fiddle, adding the banyhich became popular during the Civil
War, and later the guitar, music changed and gnethva Appalachians. Local bands would
often perform at special occasions. In a photolotal Garren family reunion in the early
1930’s, the band members were placed in front@family group, showing the band’s

Importance to the celebration.



William Elias "Will* Turner on fiddle, Thomas Jogepurner on guitar, and Elihu White on banjo. Takem lumber

camp on Cathey's Creek about 1916. Photo courtekiamld Turner.



Continuing the tradition, musical groups will béavito the celebration of the'Annual
Founders Day Fair. Beginning at 10 am, Lynn Goltssmband will feature her songs written
about life in the mountains, including “In the Sbhadof Pisgah.” The Joe Pye Band, the
Carolina Boys from Balsam Grove, the East Fork Gaisl the Transylvania Troubadours will
continue the salute to our Founders. Also echthegmpact of religion and religious music on
the development of our County, the gospel quanet Sision will close the day with a concert
at 5 pm.

Besides recognizing the wonderful heritage lefisdoy our Founding Families and being
preserved by the Transylvania Heritage Museum,hemngiurpose of the Fair is to showcase the
variety of talent in Transylvania. Local craftewrsd demonstrators will have booths at the Fair.
Also, local talent is being solicited to participan a talent show called “Transylvania Has
Talent” from 2 — 4 pm.

For Booth Space or Talent Show Entry forms, cdrtéerle or Linda Anders, 862-8228
or heritage@citcom.net. Founders Day Fair presidmyel ransylvania Heritage Museum,

www.transylvaniaheritage.orgSponsors include Comporium and Wachovia Bank§sT

For other Museum events, membership, to make dorgtor to find local books and
crafts in the Heritage Gifts shop, please call 8847, visit the web site at

www.transylvaniaheritage.orgr drop by 40 West Jordan Street in Brevard, Vésday

through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.



