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How do children learn so much in such a short time?  They use all their senses!  Have 

you ever seen a baby who has just learned to crawl?  What is one of the first things they do?  

Find things you don’t want them to touch, like wires and tiny bits of things on the floor.  And 

where do those things go?  Straight to their mouths! 

Now try to remember what you learned about history as a child.  Do you recall the dates 

you struggled so hard to fill in on those history tests? Or do you remember the stories your 

grandparents told, the marvel of an arrowhead you found in the garden, and the adventures you 

acted out with the other neighborhood kids?   

No matter what age you are, you can still learn and you can still “get your hands on” 

pieces of history at the Transylvania Heritage Museum.  It provides access to a growing 

collection of relics, manuscripts and photos, all of which tell the stories of the past and the 

people who lived here before us.  Want to learn more about how your ancestors lived?  Come 

see an example of a logging camp cabin.  Want to know what jobs used to be available in this 

county?  Or where visitors used to stay?  The Museum offers answers to those questions and 

many more as it fulfills the goal of “Keeping History Alive.” 

The Museum also plays a role in education of our children by bringing history to the 

classroom and serving as a learning center for students and educators.  Its “Traveling Trunk” 

program is currently being developed.  It will give local kids a glimpse of the past and the ways 

of those who worked and lived on this land.  The first “Trunk”, covering the “Changing 

Economy of Transylvania County”, was explored by Crystal Whitman’s 4th grade class in 

Rosman, NC, just before the last school year ended. It features photos and artifacts from the 

agricultural, industrial and tourism eras and supports the North Carolina curriculum 

requirements.  The “Trunks” will help meet that fundamental need we all possess, to use all our 

senses when learning. 



 
Rosman NC 4th graders in Ms. Whitman’s class explore the 

“Traveling Trunk” provided by the Transylvania Heritage Museum. 

 

  

 “Students were able to learn so much about the history and economy of our county by 

analyzing photographs and artifacts.  By allowing students to wear gloves and use magnifying 

glasses during these lessons, the students felt as if they were detectives searching through 

decades of Transylvania's history,” said Whitman. Students agreed, and one 4th-grader 

commented, “I am so glad we didn’t learn about those items in a text book because hands on 

projects teach me much more!” 

 Future plans are to have six different trunks to be used by all the schools in the County.  

Sponsors are needed in order to design two trunks for each topic: Agriculture, Tourism and 

Industry.  



 For information on sponsoring the “Traveling Trunks” or any other program at the 

Museum, please call 828-884-2347, check out the website at www.transylvaniaheritage.org, or 

visit the Museum at 40 West Jordan Street in Brevard, Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. Admission is free although donations are appreciated. 

 


